Advanced Trainee Weekend
Sydney – 11-12 September 2004
The Advanced Trainee Weekend was held at the Royal North Shore Hospital, Sydney on 11th and 12th of September and was attended by 25 trainees from Australia and New Zealand. It began with sessions on common shoulder problems affecting older people from Professor David Sonnabend and Dr Mark Arnold. This was followed by Dr Brendan Steinfort's interesting presentation on cerebral CT and MRI scanning. Dr Tim Harrington then talked about vertebroplasty, its indications and some of the complications. Saturday afternoon was dedicated to nutritional issues. Ms Alison Baldwin presented the different feeding techniques used in older people. Dr Peter Lipski gave a stimulating & interesting presentation on nutrition in older people. Dr Peter Gonski then talked on parkinsonism and gait disorders. 

The topics on Sunday included an update on management of hypertension in older people by Professor Alex Bune and syncope by Dr Terry Finnegan (ex ASGM president). The Trainee Weekend finished with presentations on the hearing problems in older people and the audiogram by Dr David Vievers and Mr Hans Satyan. 

Saturday dinner was at the Harbourside Indian Restaurant. It was an enjoyable event. Everyone had a great time.

The weekend was generously sponsored by Alphapharm, Aventis, Janssen-Cilag, Novartis, Merck Sharp & Dohme, Pfizer, Sanofi-Synthelabo and Servier ensuring that it was also a financial success.

The next Trainee Weekend is planned for Melbourne in Spring 2005. All trainees are encouraged to attend.

Special thanks to all speakers, Alice Boyce, Drs Sue Ogle and  Peter Veitch for their assistance with the educational contents and our enthusiastic 'technical assistant' Dr Kevin Chang for his help in making this weekend a successful one.
This report will be in the October newsletter

