Message from the STC on Advanced Training Projects
This article should be read in conjunction with:  http://www.racp.edu.au/training/adult2003/advanced/vocational/geriatric2.htm
Each advanced trainee is required to submit two written projects during three years of advanced training. Trainees should complete at least one substantial project before the end of the second year of training in order to progress to the third year. 
What is the Purpose of Projects

The main aim of project submission is to provide evidence of useful learning experiences in considering and defining clinical problems; the systematic acquisition, synthesis and interpretation of data; and effective written communication.
Preparation of a project requires the trainee to demonstrate an understanding of research methodology or order to have a better understanding of scientific material that they will be exposed to during their practice as physicians. 

Projects require the trainee to demonstrate an ability to communicate original thought in an articulate and succinct manner.

Assessment

The projects are a major requirement for physician training, and should be of an appropriate standard. They are marked by at least two independent reviewers.

The projects are assessed upon scientific merit, relevance to the field of geriatric medicine, interpretation of the material and the relevance of the literature review to the case study or research being presented.  Projects are assessed on their unique and honest intellectual content. The ability to accurately paraphrase the literature is not adequate. Excellent summaries of the literature are widely available (eg ”UpToDate”). Work that is of publishable standard is usually satisfactory; whereas a project that is scientifically sound but could have been undertaken by a medical student or junior doctor is not.

The project should usually be presented in a standard scientific format.  Care should be taken with the presentation including spelling and grammar. PowerPoint and other electronic formats are not acceptable, although a project discussing an on-line production or PowerPoint presentation may be acceptable.  Trainees are asked to seek advice from a member of the STC before embarking on such a project.

It is a requirement that the project must be prepared specifically for this task. The same work may not have been used for any other purpose such as a project for another STC or training program.  A thesis or project prepared for a higher qualification such as a PhD or MD may not be submitted as a project, although a reformatted project based on the work undertaken during these studies may be. Trainees are encouraged to seek the advice of a member of the STC before embarking on this option.
Role of the supervisor

The role of the supervisor is to assist the trainee in selection of the project, project design and to guide the trainee in completion of the project. 
The project should be of manageable size. At least one satisfactory project must be completed prior to entering third year of training. Consider commencing a major project that will run into your third year of training as early as possible in your training.

The supervisor is not a joint author. As a physician you are expected to be able to write succinct reports in English. Trainees who have language difficulties should undertake additional courses or training to address this problem. 
The supervisor is asked to certify that the project is ready for submission. This cannot be done if the trainee does not give the supervisor adequate time to read and provide feedback prior to submission date.

Length

There are recommended maximum word counts for projects.  Refer to http://www.racp.edu.au/training/adult2003/advanced/vocational/geriatric2.htm
 Projects may be penalised if they are unnecessarily long. Being able to communicate succinctly is a desirable quality of a physician.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Breeches of the College Academic Honesty Policy may occur in various forms. In brief it refers to presenting the intellectual work of other individuals as your own. This may be in the form of failure to reference appropriately or failure to acknowledge the work of others in a joint project. Cutting and pasting from other articles is not acceptable.  Presenting the thoughts of others in your own words without adequate referencing is a breach of plagiarism guidelines. 
You should familiarise yourself with the RACP policy on Academic Honesty and Plagiarism. http://www.racp.edu.au/download.cfm?downloadfile=FFA5A951-BFA0-29BB-53EF9B3A70554BCF&typename=dmFile&fieldname=filename
Monash University has short guide to plagiarism as a quick quiz. It only takes a few minutes to complete and is highly recommended. http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/tutorials/citing/citing-quiz/quiz.html
Seeking Assistance

If you have any questions regarding the design or presentation of your project, first check the guidelines on the RACP website and speak with your supervisor. If you are still uncertain, you may contact the STC office geriatrics@racp.edu.au or STC representative in your state.  
