Fellowship of the ANZSGM

We have had a very limited response to our call for nominations for Fellowship of the Australian and New Zealand Society for Geriatric Medicine, and this was discussed further at the Federal Council Meeting in March.

The new membership categories, agreed on at the Annual General Meeting last September, are (from the constitution)

Honorary Life Membership: Honorary Life Membership status will be granted by the Society to those Full Members who, at the time of retirement, in the determination of the Council in its absolute discretion, have made an outstanding contribution to the Society or to geriatric medicine. Such individuals shall, for the term of their lives, enjoy (on a complimentary basis) the rights and privileges of Full Membership. Fellows of the ANZSGM may also be nominated for Honorary Life Membership

Fellowship of the ANZSGM: Medical practitioners with recognised specialty training in and primary commitment to the practice of geriatric medicine, who have demonstrated leadership in the advancement of the medical care of older persons, or in research in ageing, in Australia or New Zealand. Nominations for fellowship will be accepted from full members, and fellowship will be awarded at the discretion of Federal Council. Fellows must maintain continuing membership, and must demonstrate continuing commitment to the advancement of geriatric medicine. Fellows may also be nominated for Honorary Life membership at the time of retirement.
Honorary Life Membership is the highest award the society can bestow, and the custom has been that the Divisions (ie states and New Zealand) are asked each year to nominate members for consideration for this honour. Members do not self nominate.

The FANZSGM is intended more as a mid career award. It may be that the term “nomination” has caused some confusion. We intended that this membership category would be inclusive, rather than exclusive, as is the Honorary Life Membership. Members would apply themselves, rather than be nominated, and the process would be similar to that used in awarding senior staff specialist positions in the hospital systems.  We expect that geriatricians of about 10 years standing would apply. We think that this new category demonstrates the geriatrician’s commitment to the society, that they value the recognition of the society of their role as an established and respected member, of good standing, and with a record of contributing in a variety of ways to the care of older people. 
The application will be considered by the Finance and Administration committee and then Federal Council, so a response may take several months. Fellows will still be required to pay the annual subscription. The FANZSGM is not an academic or additional qualification, but an indicator of the respect of the society. With the members permission, we will have the names of Honorary Life Members and Fellows on the website.
To assist in the application, the attached form should be completed, and sent to President, ANZSGM, 145 Macquarie Street, Sydney, or preferably by email to admin@anzsgm.org

Please attach
· a curriculum vitae

· contact details for two professional referees, at least one of whom should be a member of the ANZSGM
APPLICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP of the

AUSTRALIAN and NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY for GERIATRIC MEDICINE (FANZSGM)

	Name
	

	Contact details
	

	Qualifications including year awarded


	

	Leadership roles in ANZSGM: State divisions, Federal Council


	

	Leadership  roles in other professional organizations


	

	Leadership in Administrative or Service Development activities which have enhanced the care of older people, (eg State or Commonwealth Health Department, AMA, ACAT, consumer organization committees)
	

	Research  - current

(publications should be listed in CV)


	

	Teaching  -  undergraduates, advanced trainees, others


	

	Professional or community awards


	


